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INSIDE THIS ISSUE A Word from the Chief of Party

Dear readers,

We are pleased to present the first edition of our 
USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili project newsletter. The project, 
translated as “Preserve Natural Resources,” launched on 
October 28, 2021. 

USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili is a new biodiversity conservation 
project focused on wildlife corridors in both marine and 

terrestrial wildlife habitats in Tanzania. This nationwide project centers on the 
following key areas: Kwakuchinja, Tarangire-Simanjiro Plains, Kigosi Moyowosi 
– Uvinza, Nyerere Selous – Udzungwa, Amani-Nilo, and the Pemba Channel 
Conservation Area.

The project aims to build the institutional capacity of public and private 
stakeholders, increase private sector engagement, and improve the policy, 
regulatory, and enabling environments for biodiversity conservation and natural 
resource management. 

During its implementation, we look forward to collaborating with our partners in 
government, the private sector, and civil society organizations. It’s my hope that 
together we will find lasting solutions to secure and protect our wildlife corridors 
and improve the quality of life of our species and communities living adjacent to 
the corridor areas.

I wish you a happy new year and look forward to sharing the next issues of this 
newsletter in the future.

Thadeus Binamungu

Chief of Party, USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili Project 
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On October 28, 2021, the Director of Wildlife, Dr. Maurus 
Msuha, on behalf of the Minister of Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Dr. Damas Ndumbaro, joined USAID Tuhifadhi 
Maliasili to officially launch the project in Dodoma. 

In his speech, Hon. Dr. Ndumbaro celebrated the partnership 
between the United States and Tanzania: “The Government of 
Tanzania is pleased with the long-standing support from the 
Government of the United States of America through the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
for conservation and management of natural resources in 
Tanzania.”

Hon. Dr. Ndumbaro also recognized some of the outstanding 
support that the Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism 
received from USAID through the recently closed USAID 
PROTECT project, the predecessor to USAID Tuhifadhi 
Maliasili. “I am happy to say that this is a commendable 
support that should not pass unnoticed and on behalf of 
the Government I would like to thank the US Government 
through USAID for this support,” the Minister added.

Speaking at the launch event, USAID/Tanzania Mission Director 
Kate Somvongsiri explained that USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili 
not only aims to improve natural resources conservation, 
but also to extend its impact to foster improved quality-
of-life standards among local communities in the project’s 
operating areas. She added that, “As we know, women and 
youth often have limited access to natural resources. As such, 
this project is designed to not only address threats to habitat 
connectivity but also to foster investment opportunities that 
will specifically benefit these marginalized populations.”

With wildlife tourism accounting for roughly 25 percent of 
foreign exchange earnings in Tanzania, the loss of key species 
will have a significant effect on economic and monetary 
stability. USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili a five-year activity that 
addresses major threats to animal movement and biodiversity 
in Tanzania.

Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism Joins USAID Tuhifadhi 
Maliasili Project Launch

USAID/Tanzania Mission Director Kate Somvongsiri and 
The Director of Wildlife Division cut a ribbon to symbolize 
the official launch of USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili Project at an 
event held in Dodoma on October 28, 2021. 

“The Government of Tanzania is pleased with the long-

standing support from the Government of the United 

States of America through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) for conservation 

and management of natural resources in Tanzania”.
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Proper management of wildlife corridors is important for 
supporting ecosystem health to allow free movement of 
species searching for shelter, food, water, and breeding sites. 
Recently, USAID, through the Tuhifadhi Maliasili Project 
supported the Southern Tanzania Elephant Program (STEP) 
to launch the Kilombero Elephant Corridor Management 
Committee for the Udzungwa- Nyerere wildlife corridor.  
Hon. Mathayo Massele of the District Commission of Malinyi 
district, on behalf of Morogoro Regional Commissioner Hon. 
Martine Reuben Shigela, attended the inaugural event in 
support of the committee’s launch.

Comprising nine members, the committee is chaired by the 
Kilombero District Commissioner. Other members include: 
Ifakara Town Council Director, who serves as its secretary, 
village chairpersons from the corridor area, and Protected 
Area Managers of Udzungwa and Nyerere National Parks and 
the Magombera Nature Forest Reserve.

The event marked the official designation of the committee 
to lead the restoration of Udzungwa-Nyerere corridor. The 
committee is mandated to coordinate preparation of joint 
land use planning agreements to designate the corridor area, 
manage the corridor including preparation of annual plans and 
budgets, and provide regular updates on the corridor to the 
respective authorities such as Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Tourism.   

Media serves a key development partner that can increase the 
impact of a development project. For USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili, 
the media is an integral part of its national and site-level 
programming. Through targeted training, the project aims to 
build an understanding among journalists on contemporary 
conservation issues to enable them to report on them 
accurately and adequately. 

Between November 23 and 24, 2021, the project partnered 
with the Journalists’ Environmental Association of Tanzania 
(JET), to provide hands-on training on biodiversity 
conservation to 25 journalists from different media outlets 
including television, radio, online, and print media. The training 
incorporated topics such as habitat connectivity in wildlife 
management, human-wildlife conflict, integrated planning for 
biodiversity conservation, wildlife news reporting tactics, and 
data visualization and storytelling in wildlife reporting.

Hellen Nachilongo, a reporter from The Citizen, described 
these trainings as “very important for us journalists, as they 
help us to have an in-depth understanding of conservation 
issues. I am glad that USAID saw the importance of equipping 
journalists with the necessary skills and knowledge on 
biodiversity for better reporting. This is going to change how 
I have been reporting conservation stories.” Eight participants 
joined in person, while an additional 17 participated virtually. 

These efforts aim to ensure journalists present well-analyzed 
conservation reports that will have an impact on improving 
wildlife policies and raise awareness of conservation issues 
among the public.

STEP Inaugurates Corridor 

Management Committee for 

Udzungwa-Nyerere Corridor

Hellen Nachilongo,  a reporter from The Citizen follows a training session on 
human-wildlife conflicts during a training organized by USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili 
Activity in partnership with Journalists’ Environmental Association of Tanzania 
between November 23-24, 2021 in Dar es Salaam. 

Journalist Training Focuses on 

Improved Skills to Report on 

Biodiversity Conservation 
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Contact Us

USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili, 1332 Sandvik Street, Masaki
P. O. Box 23182, Dar es Salaam 

Email: info@maliasili.rti.org

USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili’s first Request for Applications 
(RFA) for grants to be awarded to conservation 
stakeholders, including civil society and private 
sector organizations was published in the Guardian 
Newspaper of January 3, 2022.  Applications will 
be accepted through February 2, 2022. For more 

details, download the RFA from  

https://www.rti.org/current-opportunities.
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Dr. Elikana Kalumanga (right), Private Sector Engagement Manager for USAID 
Tuhifadhi Maliasili, addresses a question from Nyamiti Kayora (left), a reporter 
from Hope Channel radio during the journalist training organized by the project 
in partnership with Journalists’ Environmental Association of Tanzania between 
November 23 – 24, 2021, in Dar es Salaam.

Announcing 

New Grants 

Opportunities

The USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili Project Team 
wishes you a Happy New Year! 

KAZI IENDELEE!


